








T HE 
YORKSHIRE FREEHOLDER. 


By LANCELOT LACKRENT, Eq. 








NUMBER VI. 





THURSDAY, Marcu g, 1780. 





4 


HE following Letter, and the Paper that-it inclofed, ‘require 
a Degree of Confideration that I find myfelf unable to be- 
ftow uponthem. The Arguments of the Supervifor carry a 
Face of Terrour to a Man fo zealoufly attached as I am to the Peti- 
tion and Refolutions of this, and now of almoft every other’ County 
in the Kingdom, and reduce me to a State of Doubt equal to that 
of my worthy Correfpondent, to whom I confequently find myfelf 
but little likely .to afford any Sati:faction'on the Subject. I am 
therefore under a Neceffity of referring myfelf to the Public for 
Affiftance, and have fome Pleafure in fo doing at a Time when 
many Gentlemen learned in the Law are affembled in this City: 
From their Difcuffion what Information may I not hope to derive ? 
That I fhould rejoice ta fee the Supervifor’s Maxims overthrown I 
frankly confefs; I am not however fo wedded to any former Preju- 
dices, but that I would liften with Candour even to a Protefter of 
Herts or Huntingdonfhire, whole Oratory thould enforce the Ar- 
guments that have aiready determined his Opinion and Condu&. 
Mrs. Simple’s Doubts might vanifh before his Elucidation of the 
Subject, and even I might afford him my reluctant Acknowledgment 
‘‘ that the unconfiztutional Influence of the King is that Authority 
which is-vefted 1n him by the Conftitution.” 
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To LANCELOT LACKRENT, Ef. 


Goop ’SquirE LACKRENT, 


Y Hufband is as honeft a Man as ever broke Bread, and 
| lives upon his Means, and has bought a pretty little 

Eftate for his old Age, with the Profits of his Induftry; in 
fhort, we have wherewithal to live genteely, and pay every Man 
his own hitherto, thank God, which is a great deal in theie hard 
Times, as | fay. But you know, Mr. Lackrent, two Heads are 
better than one, and it is a great Advantage to have been well 
brought up and to know the World, and therefore I advife him 
never to do Things of his own Head; as I come of a good Family, 
thank God, and have always kept genteel Company, and to be 
{ure, between ourfelves, though Mr. Simple is very well in his 
‘Way, I don’t care to truft him to‘his own Judgment in Things of 
Confequence; and to give him his Due, he is very agreeable and 
ready to. take Advice when he is not furprized on a Sudden, as .I 
often tell him. You muft know then that we have had a Petition 
‘in our County, and to be fure, every Body that does not love to 
chave their Money thrown into the Kennel, and ‘that remembers 
better Times, (which we need not be very old to do) muft be 
glad to fupport a Scheme for taking away fome of the Blood- 
‘Suckers of the Nation, and bringing Things a little to Rights, as 
‘I fay, if we ever hope for Amendment. Now the other Morn- 
ing home comes Mr. Simple from fetching a Walk to the Town, 
‘which .is but Half a Mile from our Houfe. My Dear, fays I, 
-what is the Matter, you are mute as a:Fith To-day, I hope you 
ant ill; here take a:Glafs of Bitters, fays I, (for you muft know, 
Mr, Lackrent, I always keep the Cordials in a Corner-Cupboard, 
and have.the. Key in my own Pocket, that Servants mayn’t get at 
them) it will be comfortable this cold Morning; I don’t Care if I 
do, my Dear, .fays he, for in Truth I am rather troubled in Mind, 
fays he, with fomething Mr. Gage, the Excifeman, has juft told 
me. God forbid,. fays I, .Mr. Simple, -for-I am fure the Tea was 
honeftly come by, and I am not obliged to afk Queftions. for Con- 
fcience Sake; and if a poor Pound or two of Tea:can bring honeft 
Folks into Trouble, becaufe it’s a little the cheaper in thefe hard 
Times, ‘Things are come to a fine Pafs.—No, I know:too much of 
the Law for that, and I defy them and all their Malice, fays 1.—So 
Mr. Simple having drawn his Chair by the Fire, and. placed me by 
his Side, .after feeing the Doors were. faft, with a Look that made 
me fhake like an Afpen Leaf—My Dear, ‘fays he, you know I 
was ~always afraid to fet my Hand to Paper, except in the Way 
of my Bufinefs, but you overperfuaded me, and now you will fee 
what will come of it. It is not fo much for the Matter. of the 
Petition, for Mr. Gage fays as long as the Petition is not fupported 
by Affociations, as he calls them, there is.no.great Harm init, be- 
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-caufe they may, -he fays, be Jaid upon the Table or under the 
Table, and no Body ever the wifer; but, he. fays, for Folks to: 
“unite together to declare they will fupport a Petition, there is 
neither Law nor common Sente -in it, and that we mutt take the 
Confequences.—Lord, fays I, I only figned the Petition.—Aye, ayes, 
fays he, that may be, but there are Acceffories betore the Fad, 
‘Mr. Simple, and Acceffories after the Fact, and People may be 
drawn in and become Principals before they are aware on’t; and 
‘then fqueezing me by the Hand and looking me earneftly in the 
Face, thus—My Friend Simple, fays he, I with you well, take 
“Care of yourfelf in thefe Times, would to-God you had wathed. 
your Hands of this Bufinefs. There are ftrange Reports of Arms. 
hid in feveral Noblemen’s Houfes, tobe diftributed when the Par- 
liament rifes; we {hall have wild Work I affure you, and the Go- 
vernment will make their Party good I warrant them,—iome 
Heads will pay for it,—take Care of your own,—a Word to the 
Wile,—-you are a fenfible Man, and can fee as far into.a Mill-Stone 
-as any Man, when you are not prattifed upon by others; but I fay 
nothing, {I fuppofe he meant you, my Dear).—Mr. Gage, faid I, 
-what’s to- be done, I fear it is now too late ;—not at all, faid he, 
take my Advice, put your Name to the Proteft.——Protett,.fays. I, 
Mr. Simple, for I could hold no longer, what does he take us’for ? 
it is.a Sign I was not there, or he would not have dared to have 
‘named it. No, Mr. Simple, you have figned.the Petition:; never 
fear ; an honeft Man has nothing to dread, and it is not yet fo bad 
that a Man may be hanged for complaining.—If they talk of Heads 
‘Jet them look to their own.—My Dear, faid my Hutband, :inter- 
rupting me, {peak.lower, how do you know who's within Hear- 
-ing,—upon that he gave me the enclofed Paper, which Mr. Gage 
had received from the Supervifor ;—I refolved immediately to fend 
it to you and to abide by your Opinion, as I confefs fome of the 
Arguments rather flagger me as well as my Hufband; “but fF truft 
‘you will {oon let me have your Fhoughts upon them in one of 
your Lucubrations, as |think you call them, which will greatly 
oblige | 
Your conftant Reader 
And faithful Admirer, 3 
SARAH SIMPLE. 


- ArcumeEntTs £0 be enforced to encourage’the PROTESTERS. | 


THAT to oppofe Minifers and to oppofe Government is-one and 
-the fame Thing; therefore all Oppofitions are Enemies to their 
Country if not Friends to the French. . 


Tua it is natural for Minifters to-be mtiffaken; but not for thofe 
who {mart to complain. : 


M2 | TuaTt 



















































































so THE YORKSHIRE FREEHOLDER. N° VIII. 


THAT political Confidence becomes the more meritorious the lefs 
it is founded upon Experience. 


Tuat whatever Difficulties our Minifters have involved us in, they 
ought zow to be fupported with double Zeal, as we all know the 
beit Way to get out of a Scrape is to trult to thofe who got us into 
it. (Vide Lord Mansfeld’s Speech upon the AmericanWar.) 


Tuat if a drunken Coachman falls afleep on his Box, has loft his 
Way, and brought us into bad Roads and difficult Quarters, the 
only Chance of faving our Necks is to give him fair Piay, and nat 
interrupt him by putting another in his Piace, or even inquiring the 
Road of thote who know it. If he fleeps found, perhaps the 
Horfes may {mell out the Road of themfelves, efpecially in the Dark. 


TuHaT when we havea Mind to engage in a Law-Suit, nothing 
is {o impertinent as the three following Queftions : 
1, Whether we believe in our Confcience that we have the Right 
on our Side. , 
2. Whether it is likely to go in our Favour. 
3+ Whether, after all, it will pay our Expences. 


TuHaT the moft prudent Way is to carry it at -once into Weft- 
minfter-Hall to determine the Right; to take our Chance of Suc- 
cefs without confulting our Witneffes; and then to fell all we are 
worth rather than yield to a Compromife. 


-Tuatif the Expence of our Law-Suit is double our Income, no- 
thing can be fo dhberal as to fee whether our Lawyers betray us, 
or fo. unreafonable asa Plan of Oeconomy. It would encourage our 
Adverfary by expofing our Weaknefs ;. befides it is notorious nothing 
{upports Credit at,the Eve of a Bankruptcy like a Neglect of our 


Affairs and an Increafe of our Expences. . 


TuatT the beft Way ‘to redrefs Grievances is firft to give your 
Money to the Authors of them, and then leave the whole to their 


Generofity. 


THAT what is no Crime in each Individual, is a moft wicked Of- 
fence in an Affociation; or, in other Words, “That to bind up a 
Faggot to give Strength. to it, is an Affront to thofe who have been 
ufed to break every feparate Stick over. their Knee. 


TuaT the Object ‘of a Claim makes no Difference: Demanding 
what you have no Pretence to is illegal; therefore. reguefling what 


you have a Right to is illegal. 
THA 
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‘THaT you ought to wink and look another Way whiift Men ate 
picking your Pocket, fo long as ey & do not =f - fland’ and de- 


Jiver.” 


TuaT the Way to prevent thing s from coming to Extremities, 
is not to oppofe the Progrets of Evil, but to let every Thing go at 
Sixes and Sevens—an old Proverb, ‘* When-things are at the worft 


they-muft mend.” 


Tuat the Perfons who are moft likely to with. for Confufion, are 
thote who have the molt to lo oe and the leaft to gain by — 


TuHarT the fureft Proof of an Anibition:for. Places, is an fiudeavour 
to reduce the Emoluments of them. 


THAT the Voice of the independent Freeholders without Doors 
cannot be a Judgment as impartial as that of Placemen, Courtiers, 
-Penfioners, Contra¢tors, and. fobbers within, who have doughe their 
Seats as a Proof of their difinterefted Zeal for the. pablic Service 


TuHatT the Way for the Public to be well ferved, is to be always | 


-afleep to their Interefts. 


THatP tis neither more nor lefs than a Child’s Fiddle, 
-and the People a Lump of Rofin; the worfe the Mufic it makes 
the better, fo that the Child is pleafed, and the Nurfes.dance round 
him. When the Strings crack he may throw it into the Fire. 








TuaTtT in a Conteft between -— and People, the latter 
fhould always give Way out of good Manners. 





TuaT when a Highwayman ftops you on the Road, you fhould 
always give him your Purfe, and make him a Bow for Fear of Mi- 
chief, [pecially when you are better mounted, and the ftrenger of 
the two, becaufe it fhews your Generofity. 


TuaT a fure Way of preferving the Peace, is to let yourfelf be 
ufed as ill as any Body pleafes. 


Tuat in Spight of Faction nothing is fo likely to regain the Hearts 
of America as the Appointment of Lord Hillfborough ; or the Con- 
fidence of England as that of the Scotch Nephew of the Earl of 


Mansfield; the Affection of the Army as Lowd George Germain ; 


or of the Navy as Lord Sandwich; in fhort, that the Continuance 
N : of 
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of Lord North and his Afociates muft promote the Interefts’ of 
Great-Britain both at.home and abroad, where his Name is held 
in the Efteem it deferves, and confequently muft difcourage the 
Attempts of our Enemies in every Court in Europe, by the Opi- 
nion they entertain of the Wifdom, the Vigour, and the Efficiency 
of our Countels. 


iP <Any Letter directed to LancetotT LAcKRENT, E/q; to be left 
at the Printing-Office in Coney-ftreet, York, Carriage or Poft 
paid, will be. duly attended -to. | 


York: Printed by A. Warp, and fold by ali the Bookfellers ‘in 
Yorkfhire, and R. FAuLpER, No. 42, New Bond-ftreet, Cor- 
mer of Maddox-ftreet, London, Price TwoPence. 
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